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Called to Discipleship

This study speaks to those who have been called, who have surrendered his or her life to
Yahshua. With that momentous decision made, what comes next? Do we then think
through our present priorities, our relationships, our ultimate goals in life? During the
course of this study, we will touch on actions described in scripture that are taken by
those who have chosen to follow Christ.

It’s funny...prior to being called, you may think that life is going great — everything is
fine! But rest assured, there was something unseen, most powerful, missing... His Spirit!
If Yyou haven't yet received His Holy Spirit...It’s time for a change of direction! Let’s see
the famous example of change in what happened to Paul on his way to Damascus...

Acts 9:1~19

1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord,
went unto the high priest,

2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this
way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.

3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about
him a light from heaven:

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest
thou me?

5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, | am Jesus whom thou
persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the
Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must
do.

7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing
no man.

8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but
they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus.

9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.

10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the
Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.

11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and
enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth,

12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on
him, that he might receive his sight.

13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, | have heard by many of this man, how much evil he
hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem:

14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name.

15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:

16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.

17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him
said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou
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camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy
Ghost.

18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight
forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.

19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days
with the disciples which were at Damascus.

20 And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues,

that he is the Son of God.

Being called is an amazing life changer! An admitted understatement! As referenced
here, Paul without sight, filled with evil intent while persecuting Yahshua gets a
dramatic, customized change of direction! Yahshua states that Paul is a vessel to
Him...t0 evangelize...to go out and tell the Good News to all! He receives the Holy
Spirit...He can now see...and is quickly baptized. Remarkable!

Once received, you now have a new purpose. You are a son of God! The same Spirit of
the Father dwelling in Yahshua is now instilled in you. Think of it this way...The believer
IS now under new management!

Romans 8:1-17

1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin
and death.

3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit.

5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after
the Spirit the things of the Spirit.

6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be.

8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because
of righteousness.

11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised
up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth
in you.

12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.

13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the
deeds of the body, ye shall live.

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
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15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

Clearly shown is God'’s requirement: In order to live life eternally, one must have
received the Father’s Holy Spirit!

Becoming and being a disciple allows you to truly understand the value of this gift.

First, the word “disciple is defined:

Disciple #3101. mayhthv mathetes, math-ay-tes' from 3129; a learner, i.e. pupil:--
disciple.

Mainline definition: a follower or student of a teacher, leader. Follower, adherent,
believer, admirer, devotee, acolyte, votary

Counting the “cost” of having achieved this most righteous, esteemed title entails putting
Yahshua first and foremost in one’s life: above any person and or possession, at any
cost!

Luke 14:25-35

25 And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them,

26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children,
and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.

27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.
28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the
cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?

29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold
it begin to mock him,

30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.

31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and
consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him
with twenty thousand?

32 Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth
conditions of peace.

33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be
my disciple.

34 Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be seasoned?

35 It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dunghill; but men cast it out. He that hath
ears to hear, let him hear.

With these above values stated defining being a disciple, let’s not forget our priorities ...
Romans 12:1-8

1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
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2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

3 For | say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to
think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as
God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office:

5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.

6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether
prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;

7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;

8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he
that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.

These verses depict ways to prioritize your walk, so your actions are focused on obeying
God’s laws and statutes. God allows you to secure your measure of faith within yourself.
Remember, faith is founded upon and evidenced in all the positive, meaning lawful,
actions that are generated from your belief in and service to God! Faith is the gift He
gives us to use.

Verse 2 states that a believer should renew the mind...putting away old “carnal”
behavior...into a life style that seeks, strives to function within the perfect will of God.
We must never cease learning, being steadfast and unwavering in our faith to “prove”
the good and acceptable perfect will of God! We must become a light, His light, shining it
brightly wherever we walk!

Matthew 6:1-18
1 Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have
no reward of your Father which is in heaven.

2 Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men.
Verily | say unto you, They have their reward.

3 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth:

4 That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall
reward thee openly.

5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray
standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of
men. Verily | say unto you, They have their reward.

6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door,
pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward
thee openly.

7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they
shall be heard for their much speaking.

8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need
of, before ye ask him.

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy
name.




Called to Discipleship

10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

11 Give us this day our daily bread.

12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:

15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.

16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they
disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily | say unto you, They
have their reward.

17 But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face;

18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy
Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.

No secret here...having quiet time shall have its reward! The power of prayer. Itis
imperative to make time to pray. Praying is crucial and vital in importance! It’s not a
magic trick...it’s real! You were called for a purpose: to mature in Yahshua’s message
not to become mighty but as a servant...to take on the attitude of Yahshua Himself! Not
having a reputation of your own, but His reputation!

One of the important additions to a believer’s life that was to manifest in our Savior’s life
is having genuine humility in our worship of God, especially in the presence of others.
Yahshua knows the sincerity of our heart. There is no need to make an ostentatious
religious show of praying, fasting or charity to others as was done to the extreme by the
high priests. In fact, Yahshua stresses the opposite: the most effective prayer for the
individual is alone in a room with closed doors.

Taking on the attitude of Yahshua is also known as Servanthood that mirrors Yahshua by
becoming a servant as He did when He gave up His Godhead when made in the likeness
of humankind.

Phillippians 2:1-11

1 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship
of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies,

2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of
one mind.

3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem other better than themselves.

4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.

5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of men:

8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross.




Called to Discipleship

9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above
every name:

10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth;

11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.

Hopefully you can now understand that we are actually becoming “change
agents” ... Witnesses! That’s our crucial job... called to be witnesses...His disciples!

2 Corinthians 5:11 ~ 6:4

11 Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest
unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences.

12 For we commend not ourselves again unto you, but give you occasion to glory on our
behalf, that ye may have somewhat to answer them which glory in appearance, and not in
heart.

13 For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to God: or whether we be sober, it is for
your cause.

14 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all,
then were all dead:

15 And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto
themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again.

16 Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known
Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.

17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.

18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath
given to us the ministry of reconciliation;

19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their
trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we
pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.

21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.

6:1 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace
of God in vain.

2 (For he saith, | have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have |
succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)

3 Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed:

4 But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in
afflictions, in necessities, in distresses,

And again in Acts 1:1-11
1 The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and
teach,



Called to Discipleship

2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given
commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen:

3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs,
being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of
God:

4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not
depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have
heard of me.

5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not
many days hence.

6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at
this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?

7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the
Father hath put in his own power.

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth.

9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud
received him out of their sight.

10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men
stood by them in white apparel,

11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen him go into heaven.

As we see here and earlier in 2 Corinthians 6, don 't just stand there...You re a minister
of Yah...Show yourself...Be a disciple!

Isaiah 49:8,9

8 Thus saith the LORD, In an acceptable time have | heard thee, and in a day of salvation
have | helped thee: and | will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to
establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages;

9 That thou mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth; to them that are in darkness, Shew
yourselves. They shall feed in the ways, and their pastures shall be in all high places.

Be a light!
“When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die. There are different kinds of dying,
it is true; but the essence of discipleship is contained in these words. ”

...and don’t forget the reward!

Selah
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*All Scriptures KJV unless otherwise noted*

Action of Belief Ministry
ActionofBeliefMinistry@gmail.com

Our Website:
www.ActionofBeliefMinistry.org



mailto:ActionofBeliefMinistry@gmail.com
http://www.actionofbeliefministry.org/

